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1. Introduction 
 
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A Child’s 
experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life’s chances.  A secure, safe and 
happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the 
most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents chose to use the Early Years 
service they want to know that provision will keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the framework that provides this assurance.”  
EYFS (2007) non-statutory framework 1:1 
 
This policy was written after discussion and outlines the purposes, nature and management of the 
Foundation Stage class at Carlton Road Academy. Within this document the term foundation stage is 
used to describe children within reception and nursery. 
 
2. Our aims and principles. 

 

 Setting the standards for the learning, development and care young children should 
experience when they are attending a setting outside their family home, ensuring every 
child makes progress and that no child gets left behind. 

 Providing for the equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice and ensuring 
that every child is included and not disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture or 
religion, home language, family back ground, learning difficulties or disabilities, gender 
or ability. 

 Creating the framework for partnership working between parents and professionals, and 
between all the settings that the child attends; 

 Improving quality and consistency in the Early Years sector through a universal set of 
standards which apply to all settings, ending the distinction between care and learning in 
the existing frameworks, and providing the basis for the inspection and regulation 
regime. 

 Laying a secure foundation for future learning through learning and development that is 
planned around the individual needs and interests of the children, and informed by use 
of ongoing observational assessment 

 
The principles which guide the work of all Early Years practitioners are grouped into four themes: 
 
A unique Child- Every child is a competent Learner from birth who can be resilient, capable 
confident and self assured. 
 
Positive relationships-Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and 
secure relationships with parents and or a key person. 
 



 
Enabling environments-The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s 
development and learning 
 
Learning and Development- Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and 
all areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected. 
 
To be effective our Early year’s curriculum is carefully structured  

 Planned and purposeful activities that provides opportunities for learning indoors and 
outdoors. 

 Learning experiences that match the children’s individual needs and interests. 

 Building on what children can already do. 
 

Induction and Entry arrangements 
 
The admissions criteria is published in the County council’s “going to school in Lincolnshire”. 
 
Summer Term Prior To Starting School 
An induction evening is held for all children in the Early Years near the end of the summer term. All 
Early Years stage staff and the Head teacher, Educational Welfare office, translators, health 
professionals and a representative from the governing body attend to answer any questions you may 
have. 
 
There are also various other opportunities for your child to come and visit us in school including a 
Teddy Bear’s picnic and 2 transition sessions.  All information regarding these visits will be provided 
at the meeting mentioned above. 
 
The class teacher will also visit your child in their current surroundings be that at home or at pre-
school and you will be notified when this visit is due to occur. 
 
First Week of School 
During the first week of school, your child will be invited into school for a half day visit.  During these 
visits, you can meet with the class teacher to discuss any changes that may have occurred over the 
summer period, any concerns you have or indeed any questions.  However, more information will be 
provided at the above meeting. 
 
A child may be deferred from full time entry in the FS2 year following consultation with the class 
teacher, parent(s) and Head teacher. 
 
 
Session times 
Gates open 8.30am 
School doors open 8.30am 
Lunch time 11.45-12.45 
End of day- gates open 3.10pm 
End of day- school ends 3.15pm  
 
Children are given free fruit as a snack and have access to fresh drinking water. 



 
 
School takes part in a scheme which allows under 5's to receive 1/3 pint of semi-skimmed milk each 
day. School then substitute  
 
All children receive a school meal as part of Government Initiative. 
 
Organisation  
The children are organised into two reception class with a PAN of 60.  The reception children attend 
full time and have a full time Teacher and a full time Teaching Assistant.  Throughout the day 
children have opportunities to work as part of a whole class, in small groups and individually. This will 
take the form of adult led, adult directed and child initiated activities. 
 
 
The Curriculum 
The EYFS forms the first stage of our whole school curriculum. In the EYFS the curriculum is split 
into 7 areas of learning and development that are inter-connected and are of equal importance. They 
also provide links with Key Stage 1 and the literacy and numeracy frameworks. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
This area helps the child to develop a positive sense of themselves and of others so that they 
continue to be interested, motivated and excited to learn. They develop their respect for others ideas, 
feelings and culture. They build strong relationships with others by improving their social skills and 
also develop the ability to recognise their own personal hygiene needs. 
 
Physical development 
Under this heading children begin to use their bodies confidently and safely showing an awareness of 
their personal ability. Activities will be provided to enhance both gross and fine motor skills. They 
begin to learn the importance of keeping healthy and the factors that contribute to maintaining their 
health. They will begin to show an awareness of space and recognise things that are not safe. 
 
Communication and Language Development 
These areas are about how children become communicators.  They develop their ability to listen to 
others and extend their vocabulary when speaking. They are encouraged to make marks and 
interpret symbols and letters into words. Children are encouraged to share books and make up their 
own stories using puppets and props.  
 
Literacy Development (Reading and Writing) 
Children begin to read and understand simple sentences. They develop phonic knowledge to decode 
words and learn to read common irregular words. They learn to read a range of reading materials. 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words that match their spoken sounds.  They also write 
some irregular common words, with the aim to write sentences which can be read by themselves and 
others.  
 
 
 
 
Mathematical Development 



 
Children will use numbers and counting in play, and eventually recognise and use them reliably, to 
develop mathematical ideas and to solve problems. They will also develop their knowledge of shape, 
space and measures. Children will use their new knowledge and skills to solve problems, generate 
new questions and make connections across other areas of learning and development. 
 

Understanding of the World 
This is the area where children learn to explore and find out about the world around them, they will 
use all of their senses to enhance their understanding. They will use everyday technology and begin 
to understand how it works and how it can help them. They will be able to talk about their own past 
and show awareness of cultures and beliefs of others. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Children respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch or feel and how, as a result 
of these encounters, they express and communicate their own ideas thoughts and feelings. They will 
have the opportunity to explore experiences through music, art, craft and role play. 
 
How the Curriculum is planned and delivered 
Our curriculum is planned through a series of themes and topics, each of which offers experiences in 
all seven areas of the curriculum.  We work hard to make the activities relevant to the children’s ideas 
and interests to encourage the children to experience all areas of learning during the week.  Staff 
scaffold play where appropriate, to ensure the maximum learning is gained for child initiated 
activities.   
 
 
Outdoor play 
We know that outdoor play is a very important part of a child’s development. Children are given 
opportunities to play outdoors every day. The outdoor area is securely fenced and provides a safe 
play environment. A risk assessment has been carried out for outdoor play. The outdoor area 
contains activities from each area of the curriculum and all children go out every day. 
 
Assessment and Record Keeping  
 
During the first 3 weeks of the school year, observations are carried out by the staff to obtain base 
line evidence.  Each child in Reception also undertakes a baseline test in line with National 
Requirements.  These scores, alongside teacher’s observation notes and prior learning from pre-
school settings then aid the staff in forming their overall judgement and therefore plan for future 
learning. 
 
In EYFS, we use an online learning journal, Tapestry, in order to record, track and evidence 
children’s learning against the EYFS ages and stages and Early Learning Goals.  Parents can also 
contribute to these via an app that can be downloaded onto smart phones and tablets or accessed 
via a computer.  Tapestry is also used to inform parents of what is being taught in class and how to 
support their child at home with their development. 
 
Throughout the year, parents are invited to attend parent consultation evenings where they can 
discuss their child’s progress and they will also receive a report summarising achievements in the 
summer term. 



 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
 

 Classroom evaluation as part of the performance management cycle 

 Curriculum evaluation topics evaluated at the end of its period 

 Moderation annually in accordance with county and internally 

 Evaluation of long term planning yearly 

 Medium term planning updated fortnightly to take account of the children’s interests. 

 Weekly and daily planning evaluated daily 
 
Budget 
The foundation stage budget held by the EYFS leader. Decisions on spending are made by the 
whole staff and ultimately by the Executive Head, Head of School and Finance Manager. 
 
Voluntary charges are made for educational visits. 
 
 
Staff Development 
Whole staff and FS meetings are held weekly. Foundation stage meetings focus on assessment, 
planning and developing the learning environment to raise attainment. 
The training needs of staff are identified through the performance management cycle. 
 
Parents as partners 
 
All parents are encouraged to visit the setting before admission. 
Welcome booklets, reminder notes, and key worker leaflets are provided as part of the pre-admission 
package. We also collect information regarding emergency contact numbers and medical conditions 
for each child, which is regularly updated. 
 
In addition: 
 

 Parents are invited to attend informal meetings 

 All parents are encouraged to share books with their children 

 All parents are encouraged to write in the home/school diary. 

 Parents are encouraged to join educational visits  

 Newsletters are circulated regularly 

 Each parent is invited to “meet the teacher” 

 Parent consultations 

 Support for bi-lingual families 

 Parents with children with SEN given support 

 Help and advice with potty training etc. 

 Help with school uniform 

 Invited to workshops 

 Open days  



 
 
Links with the community and other agencies 
 
The local community 
We try to make learning relevant to the children by making use of the local community by:  

 Visiting local park and shops 

 Local businesses 

 People from the community come to talk to the children (police, school nurse, firemen, vets, 
vicar etc.) 

 
Professional and Local services 
We have strong links with the following: 

 Speech and Language service 

 EAL support 

 Health Professionals 

 Specialist Teachers 

 Asda 
 
Policy review 
 
To be reviewed annually 
 
This policy was revised in July 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


